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THIRD EPISODE

THE POISONOUS TARANTULA

(Oapyvighi. 1910 by the Boal e Ov.)
ATNOPRIA OF PRLECEDING EPIBODEN,

ARGARET BRONSON'S adventures served at least one useful pur.
pose—they threw light on Al Singh's plotting and helped to clear
somse of the mista from Manning's brain,

In the first instanos, Margaret was sure that Mile, Najia had
sither lost her senses or was acting under hypmolio influence, It was tm-
posaitie to bellsve that an old-time friend and clasamate &t Vassar would
willingly join in any such séhems of politcal blackmall and assaasination ws
that conducted by her uncle, All Hingh,

Margaret, questioned on the point by Manning, was quite sure that

Wafla had never once recognized ber during those dreadful hours In Ab

"I;du‘l you appeal to her personally?™ inquired Manning.
*"Why, of course I did. The moment

I eaught sight of her [ was intensely the hand of ANl Bingh,

relleved and folt sure that I would be clouest investigation showed

released At once with an explanation that the affair was wrapped in al-

inost  lmpenetrable mysiery. The

that gome extraordinary mistake had SN Lmbeliol tary
ia secre had bwen
beon made. Instead of being met AL L T, Tk 1a the library, since
Ibarty, | was shut in & horrid 10T, Johnaton was Journeying to Waal-
although Najla herself brought ington that night, and & good deal of
and, Tk b me to ilake, Correspondence had to be tranmmitted

rlor to bis departure. Ho just had
she dlsregarded my appeals and lis- re-alected to the Bonate, and

toned with a curious, pussied expres- thin tribute of publio ocunfidence
slon, The look on her face reminded meant tltu dispatching of many mos-
me of a child striving valnly to un- ::?l o i -
darstand worda uttered in a foreign mass mes

dead in his home, stricken dowpn by

ing to be held st an early date in
the Btate capital,
The weather was fine, though
+ And & strong wind was
6h did pot

Probably when solence has investi- gll the windows, Brown.” falght close

gaiad these ocoult matters more fully '!::':nmrr obeyed and was at
16 will be found that every human be. Hol blinds, s that this teivial Incidont

sends forth & personal proved conclusively that the
':—mt akin 1o the slectric waves could mot be ontered 5 Y

The Benator opened the letter,

flowing from a wircless station, ‘: which, the manservant explained, m
varying io Intensity as induction 00lls heen brought by a Indy who would
ry in power. We already admit the not wait for an answer. Mr. Johnston

found only a blank card Inside t)
fact tn our common speech. We talk 'ORC e
po. Naturally he was tl
of people being magnetic or repellent, .. o o8 L04 turned the umc{

without.

and what are thess quaiities but the md‘ul'ront In e't:' :i:l'm“““-
. of elso “Somobody yi & joke
positive and negative poles me” he laughed at late “What scrs
ity T of lady was Jankins?™

“Are you pum: or negntive, ht"mm;. & reflective hand to
ked Ma anning 8 gnout
m‘:.u .ﬂnu’od young Bronson. “Ho far as I was able to observe,
“g I'm the ome that fits in best sir” he said, “she was & good looking

" one,
mﬂ:f;.":‘:&‘ina. “ln dealing with ::;v:n Sreseed, tooT

we've got to take Into mo-
mn.tl:.:ﬁu ;p;:: things not hither-  Tho mecretary now joinsd his em-
to dreamed of in our philospohy,” he Ppioyer in pussied sorutiny of the card.
aald seriously, "I see now quite The Bonator looked up at Hrown with
plainly that he has made every & smile
preparation for a merciless war “She must be a singularly discreet
the leading men of this young person,” he sald. ‘I guess this
country, He knows quite well that ATair 1s mors in your line than mine.”
the millions don't count

In Amerioa, "l wouldn't have her call here, at
as In his own land, the multitud

¢ fol- Bny rate, Benator,” retorted the

eade ke so many flocks Younger man,

SN 1 Tandars & ban the culV4D they both noticed that the
* that when ¢ oard em o pecullar scent, ut

.:::“ mrl.\::np;“:.r come along, Er- time was preclous. They were far
rol,” broke in Hronson. too busy to devole more than a few

“It's the truth anyhow, and no one Seconds 10 & matter that was trivial
kmows that better than the experi- it somewhat pecullar. The Henalor
snoed journallst. Public opinion can threw envelope &nd card on the tabie
be manufactured by exactly the sams aod work whe resumed.
means Ad used by a clever mer- About an hour later the secretary
chant in selling his wares. But let’'a Was dizuissed for the evening and Mr,
keep 1o the business in hand and drop Johnaton jocked himeelf In the room,

ng. 5o far as you could judgs, With strict injunctions that he was

1, does Al h depend not to be disturbed until the time
Wholly upon himself, or has he any came for his departurs to Washing-
really clever assistants®™ ton, ‘The secrstary dined wione, He

The girl ahuddered at recollection and the butler wers dlscussing the
of some of the sinister shapes which Abpearance of the lady who had
bad fiitted before her oyas during her brought that sevmingly meaningioss

{sonment, but nerved herself to letler when a scroum of agany came
spoak critically. from the library,

*] regarded most of the men and It was undoubtedly the Senator'a
women as moere fanatics whom_their voice, and he must have bean 'n mor-
master could control as be wished," tal angulsh ere that cry was wrung
she sald. “Najla, of ocourse, stood from lLig lipa® The two men rushed
apart. I am sure she s not acting us to the door, but falled to open it ms
kher trus aoll But that man you the lock was u strong one, and the
fought with the moment after Najla panels wers of heavy mahogany,
and you brought me Into the rorridor In response to thelr shouls no an-
strikes me as & very dangerous per- awer came from the interior. Hy
son indesd " peering through the keyhole they
Hongkong Harry T could discern the Scontor lylng face

“Oh, s that bis name? Of courss dowoward on the table, with body
I heard no names. Ho far as | was and limbs contorted and o an atti-
concerned evarything passed in dumb tuds that betokened either Iosensitil-
show, because Najla was the only ity or death.
one who spoke |n English. She res- In thia crisis both secretary and
oued ms, too, from one man—i thug, butler lost thelr heads. Instead of
who frightened me terribly Just be- battering In the door by main force
fore you came.” or breaking open the window and
as that when you sereamed ™ thus effecting an entrance from with-

Yo" oul, they telephoned 1o Police Head-

Bronson waa beginning to give his guarters,
sloter and May Manning a detalind In a sense, however, thelr stupidity
apcount of evenls loading up to the actually proved helpful. Medionl ex-
rald on Ab Chow's when the telephone amination showed that the Senator
Jangled an interruption, Kemp was had died simost instantaneously,
on the wirs demanding Instunt speech Mauning and Kemp therofore were
of Manning Hterally the first on the scene when

®Are you aloneT" inquired the po- the police effecied an entrance They

" Hee caplain, were able 1o verify the secrelary's
“No,” wian the nnswer. "I am In statement that each window  was
Mr. Bronson's library, and we are all closed and bolted, while the Benator
gathered here” himself had lockvd the door, They

*L thought I'd rather warn you were wold, of course
that ! bave something very unpleas- seented note and examined it curis
ant to say,” went on Kesup.  “All ously. Somehow the harmiess looking
Bingh has bean at it again, Thee's onvelope, with the Llank rectangie of
& call from Benator Johnston's house, white cardboard which it contiined,
and I fear the worst L nm just seem now to be endowed with sin-
going there. It's on Long Iwlund, ister Tiaport, But they could mske
about midway between here and Fern nothing of It nor could & dootor dis.

» Can you meet me there in cover the cause of death, There were
half an hour?™ none of the symploms norinul

*Yea" repllied Manning, speaking heart selzure or brain parslysis
in & canual tune,

“ am wanted

Lhe story of the

o
The
unfortunate man might have boen be.

at Benator John- peft of life by an act of God

ston's place,” he went on, “Wil you The doctor even murmured soms-
eome with me, Hronson? thing of the wsort, whereupon Man-
“Rather!” mumbled the young ning sald savagely: '

T, It im more like the act of the
The two girls Imagined that the devil! This ls the Sandiwork of thet
busicess was semi-politieal. They human flend Al Singh!"

Jittls dreamaed the truth. The man “What do you mean?" ingquired the
ohlefly responsible for the introduc. surprised medico,

tlon of a strenuous anti-slien law  Recollecting himaelf, Manning
Pyto the leglalature was then lylng promised that he would explain later

|

'Ry

~

NA

ITArsra1ayeys

SR A

SR 0 LTI O

E

MO CaL )

U

TS TarsTSre)

JLICTAY TR ENEREN L) [

TR

TR fii

ULy
| Hh.“h

UL
ISt R lEnyiL

'll l_“ ] A .
e et LT
Voo add LA

From the Fillrm Spotnclo of
the Same Name Relea

sed by

nity Sales Corporation

(1

——

A= an %
.‘o‘s‘n\"\'\‘:
SN \
X \

)

A WOMAN'S BCREAM AND THE SBOUNDS OF A BCUFFLE CAME FROM THE FRONT OF THE HOUSE.

“Meanwbile,” be sald. "I suall be
£ad U you will conduct & postamors
laun and ascertain beyond doubt tbe
Immediate cause of death if not the
aAvtual agent which brought it
about.”

The doctor nodded,

“I will do what I can,” he msald,
“and, I pecessary, will cali in be
lsading toxicologist In New York '

“You are Inclined to suspect polson,
then?™ inquired Manning quick!y.

“Well, yes. This s the work of
some deadly agency. Look at Johne
aton's face. It bears an expression
of agony and terror.”

Manning pleked up the scented
Dote axalpn. This Ume be mmelled it
more gingerly.

“Do you think there can be iny-
thing harmful o this perfume?' he
Inguired.

“I ahould Loagine not," sald the
doctor. "You smelled it, an well as
the Henator,” he added, turning to
Mr. Hrown.

*“Oh, yes; I think 1 handied it more
than he did,” was the wnawer,

“And you bave experienced no 1
effectat™

“Not In the least.”

The dootor shook his bead. *At
present it Iy an Insoluble roystery.”

Manning and Kemp, assinted by
Bronson and several expericnced de-
tectives, scrutinized every inch of
the roomn and left hardly a blade of
grass unturned on the lawn outside
the windows,

There wans llitle restlt. Apparently
at some recent date soms one had
climbed or nttempted to climb to &
nsloping roof by a water pipe. Obtaln-
Ing a ladder, they followed this falnt
ctlew and found a pleco of soot solled °
silk thread near the chimney, which
communicated with the library fAre-
place. That was all. These thinge
might have been purely accidental.
The thread waa light enough In tex-
ture to have been swept oni to the roof
by the very gust which disturbed the
Benator's papers

The searchars wers about to leave
the house for the night when Manning
was called to the telephono. His ser.
vant told him that a cablegram had
arrived from China

"It is In cipher, #r." went on the
man, "snd in the clrrumstances 1
thought 1 was justifed o deciphering
.

“Quite right. Is It from Aan Kol?™
“You, sir, and 118 contents are s se-
rioua that I have heon trying for the

lnst hour to get you on the wir It's
from Mr. Clark and reads, “Hamilton
Johnaton fgures after Brotson on All's
Hgt* "
The precelver dropped from Mane
ning's nervous Angers
“Good God! ™ be muttered
Renator Johnst s dogth ereated &
Ll on, githoush Ita niore sensge
pects were wy e v 1 L=
presgon of any puablic reference
i fingh
Hy this time, »r tha 0
nature of the M f i
fully by the am t yt
oty Washingtun and Now
WwWan '-‘.-'r"nnf R
It wos 4int it 1 b
Y ) *unt ¥
o ! IwWing ' MW K
s & gront 1 1 ] ’
procesds ale M
¥oand otder and resuiag
wll elviaged eonmsmiur it I
impossrinle that any | il ' Ty
fariore nosnatter how w |
r determined. could set ut d
oy power of tt , \ i
broad daylight and tested t ot
of comitiuen TN | . s
frankly farci A Yot n
was 1ying d wo well kniow
tives wero In thelr grnves, wr

kurel Lironsen had sen e
difffoulty from u fate wors 1}
That was the other sidi of ¢
lem—1t's nlghitinare plde
den from the 0,000 In
Gireater New Y«

abitant

k. th It was paln-
fully wivid in 1he 8 cf tho mmnall
official coterte chargoed with its soluy.
tlon

The Henator's deah hud brought
Mr. Bronson sr. posthasts to W aslis
ington. As Wilinrd Hronson winted)

0 keep in close touch with evens o

New York, his slster was invited 0
secud o few days with May umlaf

It was deemed best that the giris
should dwell under tho same roof and
be efficlently guarded. Unknown to
themsalyes, they ovuld not stir a yard
Without bulng sbadowed by deteotives.
Thus during sa afternoon's  stroll
down fasbivnable Fifth Avenue they
wern Kopt undoer constant survelllancy,

apartment. It was easy to follow his
movements. He & chalr closs
to the bedsi!de, laughed cheerfully
when May told him how she had
routed her companion and after a
brisf conversation went to the win-
dow and opened it, probably at his
sister's request, as the night was
warm and the alr In the room sultry.

He left the window open, but drew

whille tnelr chauffeur was given in-
suructions not to allow bimself to be
Beparaled by more Lian a fow yards
Lo & var containing three sbharp-
eyl and woll-armed policomen o
Plin clothes,

Notng of any lmpurtance bap-
petiod during the day [vlowing Ben-
wlor Johnston's deatir. The two giris
sAw ltte of elther Manning or Bron-

avl.

Alter dinner Marguret Bronson felt
80 sioupy Lhod she pouded over a book
and wasdtod May to talk »o that she
wigit kKeop awake, May Manning,
Lowever, was lnterested in & novel
and refused W be drawn oo Conver-
silion, whereupon Margaret bade her

ood plgbt and went to her room.

ay had settled horself cozly under
& readlog lamp whben the butler came
in

"A Indy has just brought & nots for
Mr. Errol,” he sald.

YA lady?" Ipquired May, rounding
har cyevrows. “Whai sort of a lady T

the blind and was in his own room
agnin when a plercing scream came
from the front of the house. A woman
wiks shrieking In mortal agony and
fear, and the sounds of & scuffio on a
flight of steps jeading to the porch
dispelled any doubt as o the locality
whenea the ery came,

StufMfing a revolver into thes pocket
of his dressing gown, Manning raced

downstalrs, followed by tie Hronsons,
brother and sister, May's room
lay st the back of the house, she
either heard nothing of this commo-
tion, o if the hurried passage of feot
in the hall caught her enrs she merely
'magined that some joke was on,
sines  Margarat might have been
esught by one of the young men while
endeavoring to reach her room

May had completely forgotten the Jet-
ter meant for her brother,

The butler joined his master in the
hall and opened the front door, ‘The
moonlight which flooded the front of
the house revealced a singuinr acene.

A slender, well dressad gir! was ap-
parently engagad in A violent strupxle
with & young man who was endeavor.
ing to carry her off and at the sgame

Scenario and

ovelization by

TRACY
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which th':. ‘Irlmh:d

deadly tarantula.

“Oh, be quick, be quick,” she screamed.
“Go at once, or you will be too late.” A

An inhuman wretch had devise
scent which attracted to its victim a

across the bed on
2 mdmﬁ lamp.
some

tims smother her appoals for aswist.
Anoe,

Manning raced down the steps,
caught the assallant in a strangle
bold and compelled Mm to let go.
Hronson took the fainting and almost
unconscious girl In his arms. In &
few soconds flumm: had his adver-
sary pinned to the ground, with the
Lreath almost choked out of him.
Then he rose and banded the revolver
to the butier. "

“Get this fellow on his feet” he
sald, “and jab the muesie Into the
smmll of his back. Make it clenr that
you will shoot at the slightest sign of
uglinesa. Now, Hronson, carry the
girl inside the house, Il ring up
Koemp, We must Investigate Lthis af-
fair fully., Unless I am groatly mis-
taken It means mischief.”

He was not yet inclined to breaths
the balf formed suspicion that the
two people who biad engagvd In a fu-
rloun struggis at such a late hour out-
side his front door were nons other
than Mile. Najia, All Singh's niece,
and Honghong Harry, the haif easte
Lsutenant of the highar onn,

It must be remembered thut he bad
sevn them oartier In very different olre
cumstances, Then Najla waas droased
in Oriental attiren Hongkong Harry
had figured in the scens oniy long
suough to be flung headiong to the
finor of Ah Chow's place, and the in-
terior was filled With blinding smoke,

in the bright light of the hall, one
glance at the faces of the girl and ber
would-be abductor told him that bis
intuition was not at fault

The butler backed Hongkong Har-
ry into & corner, and the man's pallid
features ware so convulsed with rage
that Maoning was certaln some plot
had miscarried sololy becauss of the
scream uttored by the girl, If that
were #0 ber intent could bardly be
criminal or If ahe 'I’ud indeed I-mi.
erself to All Bl ‘s campal o
:nrdu. Bar resolu had weakenpd

at the corucial moment What then
was the project which she had helped
o defeat? Who was threataned?
Were there eth;r lhnau?ol All Singh
lurking about the house

It was to guess accurately,
but every precaution must be taken.
He was about to go to the telephone
and summon the police when the girl,
whom Bronson bad placed In a chair,
was recognized by Margarst.

“Najia, can it posaibly be you?™

Najla gased around wildly and con-

trived to xnap:

Whers (s 11! Thank God, 1 was in
time!”

With a snarl, Hoongkong Harry
ducked under the butier's arm and
sprang at Najla, Munnlng and Bron-
pon flung him back into the ocorner,

Then Manning nve attention to the -

girl’s uneanny words,

“What note In this you are speaks-
Ing about? he oried, his thoughts o=
stantly reverting to that curious
blank and scented sheot of paper
found on Henntor Johnston's table,

The butler overheard.

"It's a lotter for you, air,® he
in. “This young lady brought i§
nenrly two hours ago, She sald there
was no answer. ' pnoticed g¢hat she
sesmed  very upset, but could get

nothing out ef her”

A woman who sald there was “na
answer” had alwo left & note at Beme
ator Johnston's house,

“"Where Is It now ™

“I gave It to Miss May, #ir,)” ssid
the butier., "She put it la & book and
touk it to her ro‘m,"

The half faintitig xirl on the chalp
understood the man's words,

“Oh, bs quick, be quickl" lm
porchamed. “Go at voce, or you w
be too intel™ ¢

Aware only of some dead and
tmpalpable evil that lhn-utrnv, dans
gor Lo bhis sister, Manning raced up-
stalrs, He was followed by the Bron-
sons and the butler, the faithful ser-
vant baing much more concorned A8
to the saferyardine of his mistress
than the maintenanoe of watch over
bis prisoner,

May Manning screamed in alarm
whes her brother tore into the room
and awitchied on the electric light.

“Oh, what 1s It" she shriecked, lay-
ing down the book ahes Was re
and ataring at bim and the others In
wide ayed amazement,

Cause and offect now stood revealed,
An inhuman wretch, stopplng ahort
of no means to achiéve his aima, had
devised eoms soant which attracted
to ita viotims a ullarly
apecies of tarant found in the

deserts of Manchuria. One of these
terrible insects had etung Sanator
Johnston. It was only the heaitancy
to obey a brutal will shown by that
unhappy ereature, Mlle. Najla, which
saved May Manning'a Jife or perhaps
that of her brother.

And yet the strong arm of the law
was palatsd. The Menace sprehd i
dark shadow acroas America \

*That lettar—the poisoned mnote! (To Be Continued.)

THE FOURTH EPISODE IN THE SERIAL

THE YELLOW MENACE
WILL BE PUBLISHED WEDNESDAY, OCT. 11.
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“Under Sentence”
Prison Reform Drama

YA dark, slight, foreign look.ng
young person, sass, She seamed to be

a it flurvied Wwo. 1 sort of fll}!.'h.r!!l

sio dildn't want o lsave the messags |
at fet, bul alie changed hor nd, |
stuttered something avout there being |

DO answer and raced off 4t uncwe, | duced last night at the Harris Theatre.

though 1 asked beor tw walt unul b
aad soen you."” |
“Why aw? denanded May.
“Well, nuse, 1 thought you might |
care 1o et bDer know whnat Lme you
vxpocted Mr., Errol home ™ i

The girl 100k the nute from ..o
butiera hand and examined It curi. |
ously. The superscription was In &
faminine handwriting, and she na-
certained that the mealsd envelope
coptained & ST card. Probably 1
was nothing more linportant than &
socinl Invitation.

“My brother wiil not be Lome for
anotper bour,” she sald at last. H»
and Mr. Ionson are dining logether |
at thelr club, but he Is aure to coms !
to my rooi and say good night he.
fore ho retires, so I'll just shove he
nots .nside Lthin book, and there ia
then no ar that | shall forget to
Kive It to him."

The bLutler ovowed and
and May resumed Ler reading
some re«incn the printed page no
longer held her attention closely, Bhe

wmed to deteet & faint though
rather plessant odor from the .st.
ter sieer Teminine curiosity
opon Dut she re
ulne, MNaot had ake
pry Into
his ponit)

withdraw,
Fur

vVed Ler to

THI TR anl
" ) T A

ber brothoer's
n

14 & ssorel
vmatle 2ids
rreaponcance  javies

1L |
zld perbaps be

a when undressed
tanicg

v whe resumed her

" Margaret Rrapsor
aleep 324

reEaral The nomeang -

and gns iy i

frier B wWardms Wil

tulking they heard
\

and ga tHeir v

hood to ler
they wers

men come in

the
ma
w." ¢ ped May gayly
don’t want Frrao) ¢ &teh yoau In that
night sult you had better whip, be.
cause ho will be in here In & minute
to kirs me good nlghe*
t's & mere sxousa to E®t rid |
opouted Margarat |
oAs 11T ' shaw you'™ Tafors |
wire stald Margarer could stop |
May had calied her brother's
nama loudly
Thre NR veageance next Any
Margaret had to run for 11, Bho haa
Just gnined her own room when she
heard Errol Manning crossing the
landing wand eatering his sler's

!

"1? yoy |

' Kvod play.

BY CHARLES DARNTON

.r

T

O see a man in prison stripes ls one of the tragedies of Life
of unfortunate humanity was evidently taken by Rot Cooper Megrue

!

and Irvin 8§, Cobb when they wrots "Under Bentense ™ the play pro-

But an Innocent man, seat Lo
prison, doesn't mean, necessarily, &
Bueh & play may work
upon our sympathy and still be open
to tha question that the theatre al-
ways preseats. “Under Bentence™ Il
priscn reform drama that suggests
propaganda with a somewhat farcical
touch when all Is sald and done, Ths
opening act Is gripping at times, but
It 1# divided Into o many sconss that
the apectator l» remindad of motion
pletures.

The assistant osahier of & bank

who ls mads the vietim of his em-.
ployer cannot take hls wife intg his
arms when he is led nff ta prison
becayne of the handcuffs he bas been
ding from her. You may call this
melodrama I you ltke, but It tuga
strongly at tha heart-giringa.  Per.
haps this ls life expressed Iz the-
strical terms. Yot thers s & mo-
moent when the Wwife comes to her
husband o prison that ts really Lig
and true in Its human appeal. While
the woman talks of her plan to bring
‘.“-
he has done har hushand, the poor
devil ln etripes. with his eyes ban-
daged after confinement In a derk
ban becorus #0 bLlunted I his
sonne of things that revenge and the
past mean acthiog to Mm

THis ta Arama in the best sanse of
tha word. and It proves thay Megrue
and Cobb know human patures in ity
weeper and more alignificant aapenta
Comparison with Oalsworthy's “Jus-

ceil,

tice™ e Inevitable, and it is at th

puint that the authors of “"Under Ben-
tence” show themselves worthy of
serinus conmideration. They deaervs

pralae, too, for the scens in which the

| hewd of the bank talks plalnly to {is

selflah, hypocritical dirvctors—Biake
At any rale, s astraight from ths
shoulder In everything he payn. and
good characterization s to be foun
all round the table,

But when the wife of the Impris-
rned Copley makes her wuy into the
room and tha banker finally gots rid
of her by looking her in & vault that
she has bean led o belleve s his |
privals eslevatur, e play rapidly

vanker to ascount for ths wrong !°

view
g AT THE FOLLOWING THEATRES:
Atian, o= 1685 Third Aver: New York
ve,, oW Yor
daks to melod Be Avenue, Srd Ave, & 145th SL., New Y
g e g i g Moo Blercker, 157 Blee-ker St., N v:*u
trusted butler liberatss Katherine Costello, 23 Ft. Washington Ave., New York
uud claps handcuffs on his aster, Concourse, F'dham Rd. & Con., ew York
it uppears, if you please, that Kath- Christopher, 121 Christopher St., New York
eriie has turned Lo Dewipeper work, Coleman, k4 Ave., New York
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